
Growing Forward2 
On-Farm Solar PV Grant Program 

 

4 Funding Level Categories and Grant Rates 
Up to 100 kW or $50,000 per Applicant 

Primary Agriculture Only 
Retroactive to April 1, 2013 



On-Farm Solar PV Grant Program 

• Presently open and accepting applications! 
 
• However, we have announced a “Rate Review”… 
 
 
• http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/index.htm 

• Select “Programs” tab, and navigate down program list 

http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/index.htm
http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/index.htm


OFSPV 



OFSPV 



OFSPV 

 
 
Installation Category 

No Energy 
Assessment* 

With Energy 
Assessment* 

Contractor-Installed $0.45/W to max 20% $0.60/W to max 25% 

Applicant-Installed $0.15/W to max 10% $0.30/W to max 20% 

*Energy Assessment refers to a specific program under OFEM and requires that the 
Energy Assessment be completed by Program-approved assessors. 
 
Information on Energy Assessments may be found at this website: 
http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/Programs/index.htm?contentId=ON_FARM
_ENRG_PRG&useSecondary=true 
 

http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/Programs/index.htm?contentId=ON_FARM_ENRG_PRG&useSecondary=true
http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/Programs/index.htm?contentId=ON_FARM_ENRG_PRG&useSecondary=true
http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/Programs/index.htm?contentId=ON_FARM_ENRG_PRG&useSecondary=true


OFSPV 



OFSPV 

Multiple (meters)/Site ID’s…allowed if all criteria are met  
    -MG approval can now be received for aggregated sites (based 
on Total Energy Load); some additional restrictions still apply 
from OFSPV process: 
    -Energy produced must match (or be less than) level related to 
Primary Agriculture on that site ID (or aggregated site ID’s) 
(which may be smaller than MG approval level)** 
 -must feed into the same electrical service as the Primary Ag 
 
-To 100 kW maximum of all sites combined, or $50,000, whichever 
comes first 
          -irrigation service may be a good example of multiple sites 



OFSPV 

Primary Agriculture 
 

    -Energy produced must match (or be less than) level related 
to Primary Agriculture (which may be smaller than MG 
approval level)** 
   -Ex:  may be approved for 22kW of MG (based on total load), but only have 15kW of related 
Primary Ag 
   -Funding limited to matching Primary Ag, and must remain MG overall 

 

    -”On-Farm” Processing (secondary agriculture) presently 
excluded 

 



How to Apply: 

• Application form 
• MG pre-approval, 

noting size in kW 
• Electricity Bill (1 mo.) 
• Work Plan 
• Quote 

 



www.GrowingForward.alberta.ca  
 



www.GrowingForward.alberta.ca  



Contact the 
 On-Farm Solar PV Program 

Kelly’s Office: 
 Phone: 780-644-1197 
     Email:  kelly.lund@gov.ab.ca 

General Information: 
www.GrowingForward.Alberta.ca 

Email:  Growingforward@gov.ab.ca 
310-FARM (3276) 

 

http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/
mailto:Growingforward@gov.ab.ca


Implications of “Rate Review” for OFSPV Program 
  • Program grant level rate is likely to increase upon 

publishing of new Terms and Conditions 
• No “with Energy Assessment” category 
 

• Projects processed under current Terms and 
Conditions are ineligible for any future grant or 
“top up” if rates do increase 

 

• Projects currently initiated will be ineligible under 
new Terms and Conditions (start dates will 
coincide with publish dates) 



Implications of “Rate Review” for OFSPV Program 
   
• If you’ve already started a project – apply now!!  

 
• If you haven’t started a project – “probably” wait! 



Unknowns for “Rate Review” / TC Revisions 
   
• Applicant funding caps, for size (kW) and $$ 

 
• Expansion of scope of applicant eligibility 

 
• “Retroactivity” 
 
• Publish date 



Comments on:  
On-Farm Energy Management  Program 
   
• OFEM currently suspended; apps not accepted 
 
• “May possibly” open to new apps this summer: 

would have revised rates and caps 
 
• Subscribe for email notifications 



What to do? 
  • Sign up for notifications on webpage: 
 

 



Contact the 
 On-Farm Solar PV Program     OR    On-Farm Energy Management Program 

Kelly’s Office: 
 Phone: 780-644-1197 
     Email:  kelly.lund@gov.ab.ca 

General Information: 
www.GrowingForward.Alberta.ca 

Email:  Growingforward@gov.ab.ca 
310-FARM (3276) 

 
Jason’s Office: 
 Phone: 780-427-4181 
     Email:  jason.price@gov.ab.ca 

http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/
mailto:Growingforward@gov.ab.ca


Extra Stuff in case of Questions 
 



Alberta’s Electricity System 
 

 

Source:  AUC 

Micro-Generation 



Micro-Generation and Net Billing 
   
• Paying for “Energy” plus “Infrastructure”: 

• Electricity charges (variable, per kWh) 
• Transmission charges (usually variable) 
• Distribution charges (usually fixed plus variable) 
• Local access fee 
• Billing administration fee 
• Balancing Pool rider 

 

Electricity Usage, Delivery, and Billing 



Micro-Generation and Net Billing 
   

   
OUT IN 

BI-DIRECTIONAL METER 

To  
DISTRIBUTION  
GRID 

T 

ON-SITE LOADS 

ON-SITE GENERATION 



Micro-Generation and Net Billing 
   

 
 
Use as produced (to Avoid Import): 
-save variable Energy charge at retail rate, per kWh:  say, 5.5 cents/kWh 
-save Transmission charge, per kWh:  say, 3.9 cents/kWh 
-save variable portion Distribution (if any), per kWh:  say, 1.5 cents/kWh 
-total avoided per kWh:  10.9 cents/kWh 
 

Credit received on Export: 
-variable Energy charge at retail rate, per kWh:  5.5 cents/kWh 

A Micro-Generator will get the most value for electricity they produce 
that they can use themselves at the time it is produced (to Avoid Import 
and associated variable charges)!! 
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